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Pursue your [~
highest potential

- Arete.
Embark on a journey of
wisdom, courage,

and global citizenship.

Do you want to discover the world, deepen your understanding
of yourself, and cultivate the qualities of a global citizen?

Looking for more than just a résumé builder?

AYA invites young people (18-26) into a six-month virtual learning experience, followed by a 6-8 week
global immersive international travel to the Middle East and Europe. This is for young people seeking
purpose, depth, and genuine personal growth.

WHAT YOU’'LL EXPERIENCE
2026 THEME: “The West and the Middle East: Points of Intersection, Divergence, and Possibility”

MENTORSHIP: Twice-monthly sessions with global educators, thinkers, artists, and peacebuilders.
COMMUNITY: A small, international cohort committed to honest inquiry and open dialogue.

GLOBAL TOUR: Immersive study, cross-cultural exchange with peers and service learning across the
Middle East and Europe — Saudi Arabia, Jordan, Israel, Turkey, Bulgaria, Greece, Italy, France, Germany.
STUDY & REFLECTION: Engage with a multidisciplinary range of readings, films, poetry, and cultural
materials drawn from both Middle Eastern and Western traditions.

WHO WE'RE LOOKING FOR

Curious, sincere, and globally minded applicants (ages 18-26) ready to challenge assumptions, explore
ideas deeply, and develop the qualities of ethical, humanistic leaders.

FINANCIAL AID

Need-based aid covers up to 80% of program costs.

Deadline January 9, 2026
Download the 2026 Application: www.areteyouthacademy.org/apply

Learn more: www.areteyouthacademy.org
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